Immunoelectron microscopic demonstration of glycoprotein subunits in the FSH producing pituitary adenomas.
Immunoelectron microscopic observations disclosed the presence of FSH alpha, beta subunits in secretory granules and rough endoplasmic reticulum (RER). Golgi saccules were consistently negative. The presence of these subunits in secretory granules which were located in the vicinity of RER or perinuclear spaces (PNS) suggested the possible formation of secretory granules in RER or PNS. The tumor cells showed heterogeneity in size and immunoreactivity of the secretory granules but non-neoplastic cells showed uniformity in these aspects.